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This chapter provides information describing the sup-
ply of trails available in Indiana. The demand for trails is
also included in this section so the reader can assess for
themselves the ability of the supply of trails in Indiana to
meet the demand.

THE INDIANA TRAILS INVENTORY

Many entities at the federal, state and local level work
to provide trails in Indiana. In 1993 the Department of
Natural Resources conducted a survey of all local park
and recreation, federal and DNR agencies to determine
the supply of publicly owned and managed trails in In-
diana. Since then, DNR has maintained the trails inven-
tory through input from local providers and by mapping
trails in house. The DNR Division of Outdoor Recre-
ation, streams and trails section continues to survey trail
managing entities and map all open and planned trails in
Indiana. This data is maintained in a GIS system within
the department. It is available to the public for viewing

on the Web at http://igs.indiana.edu/arcims/statewide/in-
dex.html through the Indiana Geologic Survey.

This inventory has provided the data used to create the
majority of the maps presented in this plan. This system
is a work in progress. Since the number of trails in In-
diana is growing and more and more people are getting
involved in developing trails, individuals who maintain
this system are having a hard time keeping up. Nonethe-
less, this inventory is a valuable tool for trail advocates
and managers to use to create more trails, connect trails
to destinations and plan for alternative transportation
corridors. Trail managers can help keep this tool up to
date by keeping the Division of Outdoor Recreation in-
formed about their trails, both developed and planned.

This inventory includes trails that are currently open,
under development and planned. Originally, trails in-
cluded in this inventory were at least %2 mile in length.
However as trail entities grow more sophisticated in the
way they manage and map their trails, trails mapped by
the local entities have been incorporated regardless of
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Indiana Trails Inventory categorized by county and use

Wheelchair Total for all

Hiking Equestrian Bicycle Mountain Accessible | Nordic Ski Snowmobile Trails in

County Name Trails Trails Trails Bike Trails Trails Trails Water Trails Trails County
# of Trails / # of Trail Miles

Adams 42,7 0/0 (1] 11.1 6 /0 (114} 00 4§27
Allen 12/38.17 0 12/38.17 00 12438.17 2122 0 11254 13/63.57
Bartholomew A/26.65 0/ 4/26.65 00 4/26.65 010 00 00 4/26.65
Benton /0 0/0 0/ 0/0 0/0 00 00 00 00
Blackford 1/8.6 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 01 0o /0 1/8.6
Boone 10v20.1 /0 711575 21.25 711575 1/2.0 0/ 00 10/20.1
Brown 37976 33/100.9 0/0 2101 4111 o] 0/ 0/0 61/165.9
Carroll 12111.6 00 1110.9 107 Q1 12116 1/25.8 00 13737.4
Cass TS5 0/ 375 00 375 11.3 /] /0 3M18.0
Clark 25/56 365.4 8/20.4 579 8/18.75 0/0 1/4.0 00 30/125.9
Clay 3/2.25 0/0 010 00 0/ 00 00 00 3/2.25
Clinton 10.8 0/0 0/ 0/0 Q/0 00 0/ 00 1/0.8
Crawford 6/24.5 3H33.8 212.4 2M19.6 2124 1/1.8 o o TI38.7
Daviess 0/o 0/ 0/ 0/0 1] 0/ 0o 0i0 00
Dearbom 212.0 /0 220 00 2120 010 0/0 0/0 212.0
Decatur 1.7 0/ 1.7 0/0 1.7 010 00 00 1.7
Dekalb 3i4.4 0o 2141 0/0 344 /o o /0 3.4
Delaware 6/28.895 1/10.3 6/258.95 00 6/28.95 2227 0/ oo 7139.25
Dubois 13/31.1 1i2.4 9134 6/11.2 6/15.4 11.01 00 0 14/33.1
Elkhart 21/61.5 1/10.8 1135.7 517.2 10/34.45 B/31.85 1/25.7 216275 25/151.2
Fayette 123 00 111.0 00 111.0 L] mn L Te] aNMz.3
Floyd 8/12.9 0/0 8/12.9 00 TH12.0 0 0/0 00 BM12.9
Fountain 773 070 35.2 0/0 4/5.7 00 0/ o i3
Franklin 1338.95 0/ 1/3.8 411.0 107 /0 /0 /o 13/38.95
Fulton 1/5.3 00 153 0 1/5.3 oo 0 0 115.3
Gibson 1107 0o 0/ 0/0 0/0 /0 00 00 10.7
Grant 6/19.95 1/3.0 8/19.95 0/0 6/19.95 21106 0/0 0/0 6/19.95
Greene T17.6 35.2 0/0 1/8.0 0/0 010 0/0 00 TM7.6
Hamilton 69201.9 0/D 65194 214 .4 66/197.5 12.5 omn (173} 69/201.9
Hancock 216,92 00 2/6.92 00 2/6.92 173.0 0/0 /0 2/6.92
Harrizon 17/44.8 12/75.3 7/5.3 0/0 715.3 00 1/43.7 00 30/163.8
Hendricks 27/64.55 1/20.0 23/60.15 00 24/60.65 1/20.0 00 0 27/64.55
Henry 11/33.25 0/0 5/28.0 0/0 5/28.0 1/3.0 00 0/0 11/33.25
Howard 5.0 0/0 57.0 0/0 S7.0 00 0/0 0/0 57.0
Hunl.ingl:un 19/68.5 .3 00 2225 00 6/11.55 0mn 4727.5 20/69.3
Jackson 27/63.65 6/39.7 1/1.9 10/38.1 2/2.65 0o [1]4] oo 29/76.05
Jasper 0/ 0/ 0o 0/0 ] 00 0 00 00
Jay 113.1 0/ 131 00 113.1 00 00 o0 131
Jefferson 12/16.35 0/0 213.25 1/0.5 213.25 2/3.25 0/0 0/0 12M16.35
Jennings 9/16.8 0/0 0/ 00 0/0 0/ 00 00 9/16.8
Johnson 11.75 5/3.9 8/11.0 0/0 5/9.05 4/2.9 0 00 8/11.75
Knox 2/6.45 0/ 1/5.75 00 2/6.45 /0 00 oo 2/6.45
Kosciusko 5/22 8 0/ 5/228 0/0 5/22.8 0/ 00 00 5/22.8
LaGrange 4/5.7 1/3.3 1/3.3 0/ 1/3.3 13.3 0/0 0/0 4/5.7
Lake 36/107.85 0/0 29.88.95 4/16.0 29/95.55 B29.7 0/ 010 36/107.85
LaPorte 14/16.9 1/3.8 189 214.7 8/10.1 673 00 o 141169
Lawrence 8/29.4 1/19.1 0D 1/19.1 070 00 0/0 o B29.4
Madison 5/9.3 0/ 4/8.0 11.3 4/8.0 o 0 00 5.3
Marion 29/108.73 2i5.1 26/105.3 2193 26/105.3 8/46.83 1/10.32 0i0 129.05
Marshall 354 0/ 2151 0/0 2/5.1 00 00 00 ar5.4
Martin 5/15.35 0/ 2/4.3 1/6.8 214.3 00 0/ 00 5/15.35
Miami 8/41.2 0/0 4/35.5 /0 4/35.1 5.3 0/ oo Bi41.2
Monroe 23/88.564 2/30.6 7/8.39 2146 5/6.49 00 0/ 0o 23/58.64
Montgomery 1717.4 0/0 6/7.2 00 B/T.2 213.0 1723 /0 18M9.7
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Wheelchair Total for all

Hiking Equestrian Bicycle Mountain Accessible | Nordic Ski Snowmobile Trails in

County Name Trails Trails Trails Bike Trails Trails Trails Water Trails Trails County
# of Trails / # of Trail Miles

Morgan 1125 00 (1] 0/0 0/0 0/0 (114} /0 1/25
Newlon ] 0o 0/ 0/0 /o 0/0 0/ 00 0/0
MNoble 11/14.2 0/ 0 2731 1/2.2 341 00 o0 11/14.2
Ohio 110.8 0/0 1/0.8 0/0 1/0.8 00 o 00 1/0.8
Orange 104571 4/44.95 1/8.1 4/44.95 1/8.1 1/8.1 1/9.0 0/ 11/66.1
Owen 14/29.3 310.2 0/0 1/7.0 110.6 212.0 00 00 15/31.3
Parke 18/43.1 1/20.2 1/20.2 0/0 1/20.2 1/20.2 21M0.4 0/0 20/53.5
Perry aTe 3/44.8 0/ 4/50.7 0/ 0/0 o 0o 1079.0
Pike 4/9.2 T 1.5 0/0 1.5 00 /] /0 419.2
Porter 27IT1.2 116.4 4/14.7 2/19.6 414.7 10/31.0 0/0 /0 27712
Posey 8/20.8 1.5 2/15.8 00 11123 0/ 00 00 10/25.8
Pulaski 14/37.9 6/14.5 0/0 0/0 Q/0 4/8.3 0/ 00 14/37.9
Putnam 14/45.45 1/18.0 11/140.4 113.5 13/44.65 3234 L 0 15/45.95
Randolph 2/4.0 0o 2/4.0 0/0 2/4.0 2/4.0 0o /0 214.0
Ripley 8257 5178 0/ 00 00 00 0o 0/0 ar25.7
Rush 0/0 0/0 0/ 0/0 010 010 00 00 0/0
St Joseph 18/31.3 B4 11/23.9 1/0.6 100206 BM3.3 0/ 173.0 221125
Scolt 9375 1/23.8 B/17.75 00 B1M7.75 00 0/0 o 10/58.55
Shelby 324 Qi 324 0/0 324 0/0 o 0/0 2.4
Spancer 1116.7 0o 11.5 0/0 Lal4] 0/0 oo 0/ 12/18.2
Slarke 1/12.5 1] 0 0/0 0/ 00 00 00 1125
Sleuben 17/29.25 0/0 5/15.7 1/2.1 515.7 9/M12.9 00 1/23.0 18/52.25
Sullivan 7/18.4 5/14.8 (V) 0/0 070 00 0/ o 7184
Switzerand 00 0/ 0D 00 070 /0 /0 /0 /o
Tippecanos 17/34.9 00 14/22.9 o0 10/18.35 3M13.3 1231 L 18/58.0
Tipton 0/o e [1] 0/ 0/0 0/0 0/0 /o /0 00
Union 92125 1/9.0 1/0.0 0 110.0 00 0/0 0/0 9/21.25
Wanderburgh 9/38.8 0/0 9/38.9 0/0 9/38.9 010 00 00 9/38.9
Vermillion 2/3.2 0/D 2/3.2 omn 213.2 o o [iT[s] 2132
Vigo 3118 00 1.8 00 3118 /0 0/0 /0 3.8
Vabash 11/41.8 4/39.4 5/9.75 0/0 6/10.5 2137 0o 2114.6 12/53.6
Warren 0/0 0/0 00 0/0 00 00 0o 00 0/
Warrick 2/15.25 0/0 2/5.25 0/0 21525 00 0/0 0/0 2/5.25
Washington 5/69.8 112.7 2117.2 0/0 2i17.2 00 13.3 0/0 7/85.8
Wayne TI27.3 1/8.4 3215 0o N5 3.21.5 omn oo TI2T.3
Wells 9/18.0 0/0 3/5.0 L 35.0 5M13.0 00 oo 89/18.0
While 216.2 0/ 152 0/ 1/5.2 00 0 00 2/5.2
Whilley 213.0 0/ 112.0 0/0 1/2.0 1/2.0 [f]e] 00 23.0

This inventory includes trails that are considered multi-use trails and inventoried as of January 2006. In addition
to tracking mileage for individual trails, mileage is tracked for individual uses; therefore, the summed totals for the

individual uses does not equal the total miles available for a given county.
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Percentage
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Total trail mileage in Indiana (built, proposed and visionary)

Trail miles open to the public

Trail miles proposed to be built (other than visionary trails)

Trail miles currently being developed

Visionary trail miles (Does not include Wabash River or the Knobstone Trail [ 1002 |

miles in Indiana

What is the type of trail use your system provides?

32.9% |

21.5%

Type of trail use
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Indiana trails inventory
Trails under development (May, 2006)
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.5 - 15 Trail Miles

I 16 - 30 Trail Miles
I 31 - 45 Trail Miles
|| 46-99 Trail Miles

I 100 Trail Miles or More

E 0 Trail Miles Reported

Inventory of trails in Indiana (as reported by responding agencies in December 2005).



Regular participation in trail related activities as reported by Indiana residents in 2004

Walking B 5
Hiking | 2. 6%
Casual bike riding — 28.1%
Walking for filness | EEG_—_—— 21 5%
ATV riding I 15 5%
Four wheel driving — 15.2%
Other walking _ 15.0%
Canoeing _ 14.5%
Jogging — 14.2%
Horseback riding _ 11.0%
Motorcycle riding :— 10.5%
Snowmobiling _7.3&5
Rail corridor riding NN 5.6%
Mountain biking :— 5.8%
Tour bicycling AT
Cross-country skiing F&.z%
Snowshoe hiking : 32%

}
BMX biking [N 2.8%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% T0%
Percent responding

Midwest market trail related participation.
(Includes Indiana, lllinois, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and Wisconsin)

Inline skating
Running or jogging
Snowshoeing

Cross county skiing
Snowmabiling
Bicycling

Walking for Pleasure 83.2%
Horseback riding on trails
Backpacking

Mountain biking

Day hiking

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90%
Percent responding
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35%

30%

25%

20%

15%

Percent responding

10%

5%

0%

90%
80%
70%
60%
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30%
20%
10%
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What is your perceived rate of trail use?

25.7%

21.8%

12.7%

32.9%

Low Medium High Do not know Mo response

Perceived level of use

Comparison of participation rates by race

HEWhite, non Hispanic

O Hispanic / Latino
O Other (combined)
B General Population

B Black African American




Please pick which outdoor recreation activities you would be MOST likely to participate

E0%

50%

40%

0%

Percent responding

20%

10%

0%

in if adequate facilities were available (multiple responses).

56.0%
32.6%
24.9%
21.5%
I 10.4%
Bicycling

Walking/ikingfjogging Horsaback riding Motorized vehicle use  Rollerblading/roller
skating/skateboarding

From the 2004 Indiana Outdoor Recreation Participation Survey.

Please pick which outdoor recreation activities you would be MOST likely to participate

60%

50%

40% -

30%

20%

10%

0%

<SS

in if adequate facilities were available (multiple responses).

B White, non Hispanic

B Black African American |
BHispanic / Latino

O Other

B General Population

From the 2004 Indiana Outdoor Recreation Participation Survey. ﬁ
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length. This inventory also tracks the federal and state
dollars that have funded individual segments of trails.

All trails inventoried have been identified through
some type of local planning effort. These trails can be
found in local plans or have been submitted as poten-
tial grant projects. Currently, trails identified through
regional metropolitan planning charrettes and corridors
that have not progressed beyond the broad concept stage
are not included. There are plans to add additional cat-
egories in the inventory to include these trails.

INDIANA TRAILS USER STUDY

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has
conducted a trails user study every 5 years since 1993.
This survey is conducted using touch screen technology
and samples a cross section of Hoosiers throughout the
state. This survey collects standard demographic infor-
mation and asks residents about their use of trails and
their attitudes regarding issues surrounding trail use in
Indiana.

Some major findings include:

* The number of people who have used a designated

trail has slightly increased through time.

* The use of trails for walking, running, hiking and bi-
cycling is increasing while using trails for horseback
riding and mountain biking is decreasing.

* The amount of money individuals spend annually on
equipment for their chosen trail activity has remained

fairly constant with the majority spending less than
$300.00.

* 43% of those who used a designated trail spent more
than $31.00 on their most recent day trip on a trail
in 2004.

* The regular use of designated trails appears not to
be pervasive yet with 62% reporting that they used
a trail less than once a week and 25% reporting they
have never used a designated trail.

* Pleasure and relaxation are still by far most often se-
lected as the reasons for using a trail (82% in 2004)
while using trails for health and fitness is increasing
slightly (53% in 2004).

* The top three reasons stated for not using trails more
often were lack of time, trails located too far away
and lack of knowledge of where trails are located.

* 37% of the people polled indicated they would be
willing to pay a fee to use designated trails if the
money was spent on management and upkeep of
trails in their local area.

* Of the issues presented, respondents placed the high-
est importance on developing trails close to home,
publishing trail map guides, and linking together ex-
isting trails.

* Preference for using general taxes to support trails
appears to have increased since 1993 while prefer-
ence for using other sources of funding appears to be
decreasing or unchanged.






In the past twelve months have you used a designated recreational trail?

Response %1994 %1999 %2004

Yes 54 .2 57.8
No 42.7 46.1 7.8

Mot sure 3.3

27 4.4

4.4
Mot sure 2.7
a3

37.8
No 46.1
42.7

Response

57.8
Yes 51.2
54

'E2004
W 1999
(11994

10 20 30 40 50
Percent responding

[=]

60 70

How often do you use designated recreational trails?

5-7timesa g2 02004

2

week 1.2 W 1999
01994

_AH 10.9
2 4t|m:sa !2
wee EE

Frequency of use

Once a week EE‘I242
or less 544

24.8
Never 29.3
27.8

0 20 40 60

Percent responding

90
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Activity

What trail activites do you participate in the majority of the time?
(multiple responses allowed)

66.2
Walking/running
727
30.3
Hiking/backpacking 328
33.3
Touring bicycling
In-line skating
Cross-country skiing
Snowmobiling M1
01994
W 1999
02004

Mountain bike riding

4-wheel drive off-road
vehicle driving

Off-road motorcycle riding

All-terrain vehicle riding

15.5

Canoeing/kayaking 13
14.1

18.3
Horseback riding 15 L]
21.2
Other

Percent responding
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Reasons for use

What are your reasons for using these trails?
(Not asked of those who never use trails; multiple responses allowed)

94
Pleasure/relaxation/recreation —E‘B
82.9
50.3
Health/physical training 48.4
53

73.3
Social/family outing 48.1
47.1

61.1
Scenery/natural environment 49.3

40.5
6.8
Off the road safety 6.4
4.7

Travel/commuting to another 5?3;5

place EI
L 01994

W 1999

7
Other 7.9 02004
6.2

Percent responses



(Only asked of those who use trails once a week or less; multiple responses allowed)

Reasons for not using trails

What are the primary reasons you don’t use recreational trails more often?

Not enough time

Poor health

Physically disabled

Meed stricter rules on who can use
trails

Need more facilities (restrooms,
shelters)

Need more professional guides
available

Lack of safety on trails

Other

Percent responses
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Please select your level of interest in participating in the following activities. Combined
responses for “very interested” and “somewhat interested” in participating in the
following activities (2004 responses only).

In-line skating 16.4%
Off-road 4-wheel drive riding 23.4%
All terrain vehicle riding 21.1%
Off-road motorcycling 14.4%
Canoeing 45.3%

Running or jogging 2B.5%

Cross-country skiing 16.8%
Snowmobiling 19.0%
Horseback riding 35.1%
Bicycling outside your city/town 31.5%
Bicycling within your city/ftown 46.5%
Walk on a public trail in your city 61.3%
Overnight backpack hiking 28.2%

Day hike in the wilderness 50.9%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% T0%
Percent responding

Of the following, which do you feel should be the primary source of funding for the
development of recreational trails?

General taxes
eneral taxe 275

Tax on recreational equipment

Trail use fees
: 298
Donations 8.9
7.1
Other fundi %6

er funding source '8 001994
5 W 1999
None (5A @2004

Percent responses
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Money spent

N

If the money was spent in your local area
for trail upkeep and new trail development,
would you be willing to pay an annual fee
to use designated recreational trails?

38.8
Yes 4.4
37.1
. o
2 217 01994
o No 292 M1999
H 8 @ 2004
o
Maybe

39.5
5
37.1

Percent Responding

What is the best estimate of how much

money you spent on your last ONE DAY

recreational trip that involved the use of
trails? (include transportation, meals, etc.)

Did not take 7 g
any day trips .J! ’ 82004
1999
Over $100 01994

$51 - 5100

$31- 550

i ———

28.7
Lo 10 T

Percent responding

Money spent

Did not take any extended trips

How much would you be willing to pay for
this annual trail fee? (only asked those
willing to pay an annual fee)

$20.00 or 1:1{143 @2004
o $15.00 - 157 001994
8 $19.99 13.5 |
=]
£ S Y
3 $14.99 20.3
; —
E $5.00 - $9.99 | 32

Less than 35 m 254

L

Percent responding

On your last EXTENDED (two or more
days) recreational trip that involved the use
of trails, approximately how much money
would you say you spent PER DAY?

Over $200 a day
$100 - $200 |
$50 - $100 |

$25- 350 |

Less than $25 :

Percent responding
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